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Photo gallery of the chapter overview: Observation posts and checkpoints with vehicle check. 


Animation: Master Sergeant Hoffmann addresses the audience.
Master Sergeant Hoffmann, Audio File:
Checkpoints are an active means for consolidating the situation picture and for controlling the area of operations, and directly impinge on the freedom of the population. 
Observation posts, in contrast, constitute a more passive yet equally important instrument.
The following sections cover the tasks, types and thus the personnel and materiel resources, as well as the setup and operation of observation posts.
The “tasks” are described in the first section.  
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Photo and text field appear simultaneously.

Possibly, a photo gallery appears showing various aspects of an observation post, along with views of the area of operations.
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The photos appear on the screen from the left.

By pressing the tab key, the text block appears from the top within approx. 5 seconds.

By pressing the return key, the user is directed back to the overview page of this section.
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Checkpoint (CP)


Observation Post (OP)





Tasks


Observing and reporting are essential tasks during the operation. Solely on the basis of accurate and immediate reporting of the observation results, can the chain of command acquire an appropriate situation picture, in order to take timely action. 


For this purpose, permanent observation posts (OP) are set up for example in zones stipulated by agreements, at demarcation lines, or in key terrain sections.
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Photos of various observation posts, e.g. team with binoculars in front of a Dingo vehicle in the desert 





Photo�Luchs armored NBC reconnaissance vehicle in a mountainous region 





Photo�Helicopter flying over the area of operations
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Tasks/purpose of observation posts


Monitoring the compliance with agreements,


Monitoring and reporting all activities in the area of operations, for example movements of armed forces and refugees,


Showing presence to the population and the parties involved in the conflict, 


An important aspect in this context is close cooperation between all observation posts/checkpoints and patrols. 


For improving the reconnaissance results, additional technical devices, such as radar, are used, depending on the situation and availability.
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